
 
  

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  

  

Colorado Youth Corps Association Names Three New Board Members 

 

February 19, 2014, Denver, Colo. – The Colorado Youth Corps Association (CYCA) announced the 

addition of three members to its board of directors. Sharon Sturges of Daniels & Sturges, LLC; Peter 

Robinson of Suncor Energy; and Jessica Kelleher of DCP Midstream, LLC began their three-year terms of 

service on the board of directors in January 2014. 

 

“We give a warm welcome to our three new board members, who bring diverse expertise that will 

round out our board composition,” said CYCA executive director, Jennifer Freeman. “Our board is an 

essential component to helping us reach our mission to promote youth development and conservation, 

and we’re grateful to have added such high caliber individuals to our already very strong group of 

leaders.” 

 

CYCA also recognizes several outgoing board members for their outstanding service and dedication to 

the organization: Greg Clifton (founding board member) of the Town of Telluride; Bernie Buescher of the 

State Attorney General’s Office; Katy Fitzgerald of the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service; and Maelly Oropeza 

of Larimer County Conservation Corps. John Swartout is CYCA’s incoming board chair, and two board 

members are renewing their terms: Peter Smith of Steele Street Bank & Trust is the current chair, and 

Jim Corlett remains as secretary/treasurer. See the full board list on the CYCA website. 

 

The new board members are: 

 

Sharon Sturges, Daniels & Sturges, LLC 

Sharon Sturges has been involved in family law practice for 27 years. She currently practices in multiple 

western Colorado judicial districts in the area of domestic law, including dissolution of marriage and civil 

unions, parental responsibility issues and complex financial matters involved in high asset dissolution. 

Prior to establishing Daniels & Sturges, she was the executive director of a nonprofit agency dedicated 

to avoiding out-of-home placement for children in the Twenty-First Judicial District. She has also acted 

as executive director for a mediation center and has extensive experience mediating cases.  

 

Sturges is in the process of completing her Master of Public Administration from the University of 

Colorado, Denver. She received her undergraduate degree in biology from Washington University in St. 

Louis, and graduated from the St. Louis University of Law in 1987. Born in Kansas City, Missouri, Sturges 

and her family lived in Anchorage, Alaska where she practiced public interest environmental law before 

relocating to the Grand Junction, Colorado area in 1988. She currently resides in Grand Junction. 

 

Peter Robinson, Suncor Energy 



Peter Robinson has served as U.S. legal counsel for Suncor Energy in Denver since 2012. He supports the 

legal needs of the company’s wholesale, retail, supply and trading, and supply chain business units. Prior 

to that, he was an associate for Holme Roberts & Owen LLP/Bryan Cave LLP, focused on corporate and 

natural resources transactions. Robinson was an assistant language teacher for the Japanese Exchange 

and Teaching program with the Oita Prefecture Board of Education for one year, and also served as an 

AmeriCorps volunteer. In his time with AmeriCorps he developed and managed a bicycle recycling 

program for at-risk youth. 

 

Robinson received his Juris Doctor from the University of Virginia, School of Law, and Bachelor of Arts 

degrees in English and American Studies from the University of Wyoming in Laramie.    

 

Jessica Kelleher, DCP Midstream, LLC 

Jessica Kelleher works as a manager for DCP Midstream in Denver, where she is responsible for strategic 

development and implementation of large natural gas processing projects as well as team management. 

Prior to joining DCP Midstream, she was deputy associate director for policy outreach for the White 

House Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ) in Washington, DC. At CEQ, she directed the president’s 

America’s Great Outdoors initiative, a 21st century conservation agenda to protect, restore and connect 

Americans with the great outdoors, and crafted political strategies related to that initiative’s federal 

program goals. Kelleher has also been a program manager for the Wyss Foundation, and worked with 

the United Nations Foundation’s Energy Future Coalition as a sustainable energy fellow.  

 

Kelleher earned a Master of Science in geological and environmental sciences from Stanford University 

and a Bachelor of Arts in geology from the University of Colorado, Boulder. 

 

About Colorado Youth Corps Association 

The Colorado Youth Corps Association (CYCA) is a statewide coalition of ten accredited youth 

conservation corps that engage and train youth, young adults, and military veterans on land, water and 

energy conservation projects. Youth corps is a proven strategy for engaging young people in service to 

their communities and stewardship of their environment while cultivating valuable skills to meet the 

challenges of the 21st century. Learn more at www.CYCA.org. 
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