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Colorado Youth Corps Association to Recognize Champions: 
State Representative Edward Vigil
Colorado State Forest Service
Energy Outreach Colorado
DENVER, CO – The Colorado Youth Corps Association (CYCA) will honor its 2010 Champions at the annual Youth Corps Awards Ceremony on Monday, February 7, 2011 (8:15 a.m.) at the State Capitol.  CYCA will recognize: State Representative Edward Vigil (District 62) as the 2010 Legislator of the Year; Colorado State Forest Service as the 2010 Champion for Youth; and Energy Outreach Colorado as 2010 Partner of the Year.
“We thank State Representative Vigil, Energy Outreach Colorado and the Colorado State Forest Service for recognizing the value of youth corps in providing effective solutions to our critical land, water, and energy issues,” said CYCA Executive Director, Jennifer Freeman. “We are grateful they understand that youth and young adults have extraordinary power to make positive change in our state and that service is a strategy for addressing many societal needs.” 

Representative Vigil promoted job creation for young adults both at the State Capitol and as a Costilla County Commissioner. He supported the inclusion of youth conservation corps in HB 10-1333, the Green Jobs Colorado Training Act, which expanded opportunities for youth corps to secure training funds for corpsmembers conducting energy efficiency, weatherization, and water conservation projects.  Rep. Vigil was also an original sponsor of the Southwest Conservation Corps-Los Valles Community Corps program in Costilla County and promoted that program across the San Luis Valley, which eventually expanded to three additional counties.  

CYCA chose the Colorado State Forest Service as its Champion for Youth because of their ongoing commitment to utilizing youth conservation corps for some of our state’s most challenging forest health issues – hazard fuel mitigation and the beetle kill epidemic.  An investment of this kind in youth not only puts young people to work on much-needed projects, it helps them gain the training, experience, and education necessary to be the next generation of natural resources professionals.
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Energy Outreach Colorado, CYCA’s Partner of the Year, was instrumental in helping youth corps launch their initial residential efficiency programs in 2005. Energy Outreach Colorado has a demonstrated commitment to engaging youth corps in energy efficiency work, creating lifelong stewards, and linking young people to careers.
 “All of the 2010 award recipients have made a difference in the lives and futures of thousands of young Coloradans who are preparing themselves to be productive and educated citizens,” said Freeman. “These awardees recognize that youth and young adults represent the best future for Colorado.”
CYCA will also honor 10 youth and young adults from across the state as 2010 Corpsmembers of the Year. 
2010 CORPSMEMBER OF THE YEAR AWARDS

· Dominica Alloy, Southwest Conservation Corps-Los Valles
· Melissa Bushey, Larimer County Youth Conservation Corps

· Andrew Fonseca, Rocky Mountain Youth Corps

· Annie Grubbs, Steamboat Springs Community Youth Corps 
· Steven Ladefoged, Mile High Youth Corps - Colorado Springs 

· Juan Marquez-Martinez, Mile High Youth Corps 
· Marshall Masayesva, Southwest Conservation Corps-Four Corners 
· Erik Michalski, Weld County Youth Conservation Corps 
· Kenny Warner, Boulder County Youth Corps 
· Mitch Wright, Western Colorado Conservation Corps 
“In many cases, these Corpsmembers of the Year overcame personal barriers and capitalized on support from their youth corps to serve our state, further their education, learn to work hard, and look toward bright futures,” according to Freeman.
All news media is invited to cover the event. 

WHAT:
Colorado Youth Corps Association’s Youth Corps Awards Ceremony
WHO:
State Representative Edward Vigil, Legislator of the Year



Colorado State Forest Service, Champion for Youth


Energy Outreach Colorado, Partner of the Year



10 Corpsmembers of the Year

WHEN:
Monday, February 7, 2011


Award Ceremony - 8:15 a.m. – 9:15 a.m. 

WHERE: 
Colorado State Capitol



Old Supreme Court Chambers
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The Colorado Youth Corps Association is a statewide coalition of 10 accredited youth conservation corps that employ and train youth and young adults on land, water and energy conservation projects. Youth corps is a proven strategy for engaging young people in service to their communities and stewardship of their environment while cultivating valuable skills to meet the challenges of the 21st century. For more information about CYCA, the statewide youth corps coalition, or the Youth Corps Awards Ceremony, contact Jennifer Freeman (303) 863-0602 or jfreeman@cyca.org) or visit www.CYCA.org. 

The mission of the Colorado State Forest Service is to achieve stewardship of Colorado’s diverse forest environments for the benefit of present and future generations. Every year, the State Forest Service provides educational workshops and technical forestry assistance to approximately 8,500 landowners, and treats more than 20,000 acres of forest land to help mitigate hazardous fuels, protect communities and important natural resources from the impacts of wildfire, and create healthy future forests that are more resistant to large-scale insect and disease epidemics. 

Energy Outreach Colorado is the only independent, non-profit organization in the state that raises money to help limited income Coloradans afford home energy.  Since 1989, EOC has distributed nearly $123 million to fund energy bill payment assistance, energy efficiency upgrades for affordable housing and non-profit facilities, energy efficiency education, and advocacy on behalf of low-income energy consumers.  Energy Outreach Colorado relies on private donations, corporate contributions and foundation grants.  It has received top ratings from Charity Navigator for eight consecutive years and is an accredited charity member of the Better Business Bureau.  
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