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Colorado Youth Corps Association and Colorado Water Conservation Board Fund Projects 

$50,000 Grant Hires Young People to Fight Invasive Plants, Protect State’s Water Resources 

 

February 26, 2013, Denver, Colo. – The Colorado Youth Corps Association (CYCA) and the Colorado 

Water Conservation Board, a division of the Department of Natural Resources, announce they are 

funding invasive plant species mitigation projects throughout Colorado in an effort to preserve and 

protect the state’s water resources. Five projects in 2013, funded through a $50,000 grant, will be 

conducted by CYCA-accredited youth conservation corps in conjunction with project sponsors in five 

counties throughout the state.  

 

The projects are designed to control a variety of invasive phreatophyte plants – deep-rooted plants that 

obtain water from permanent ground supplies or from the water table – including tamarisk, Russian 

olive and Siberian elm. These plants present a threat to Colorado’s water supply that is needed by the 

state’s native flora and fauna as well as by water recreation users on lakes and rivers.  

 

The goals of these funds are to provide job training and experience for Colorado’s youth and young 

adults and to support the invasive control efforts of land owners who have limited resources to 

accomplish the projects.  

 

In all, 40 young people, ages 16 to 25, will serve on these projects, which will reclaim 215 acres of 

property in protection efforts against invasive plant species.  

 

“The thoughtful management of Colorado’s water resources is critical to our state’s well being, and 

eradicating certain non-native plants that deplete those resources is an important effort,” said Tom 

Browning, assistant director of the Colorado Water Conservation Board. “With the help of youth corps 

across the state, we’re confident that the threat posed by these invasive species can be addressed in a 

meaningful way. We really appreciate the youth corps working with us on such a vital undertaking.” 

 

CYCA and the Colorado Water Conservation Board had received requests for $90,000 in projects around 

the state. The funded projects are located on two private properties, one federal property and two local 

government properties in five Colorado counties. They include: 

 

• Frost Livestock Co. Phreatophyte Control Project (Mile High Youth Corps-Colorado Springs and 

Central Colorado Soil Conservation District) 

This project seeks to eradicate tamarisk and Russian olive populations through cutting and 

stump treatment in a riparian area of the Fountain Creek Watershed on land owned by the Frost 

Livestock Company (Frost Ranch). The ranch is part of a conservation trust agreement with the 



Colorado Open Lands Conservation Trust and is a partner of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

and the Central Colorado Soil Conservation District. A member of the Arkansas Valley Organic 

Growers, the ranch serves as a local food source. 

 

• San Luis Valley Wildlife Refuge Complex Tamarisk Control Project (Southwest Conservation 

Corps-Los Valles and Friends of the San Luis Valley National Wildlife Refuge)  

The newly established Baca National Wildlife Refuge has 70+-acre area containing a moderate 

dispersion of tamarisk (an estimated 10,000 plants) in sensitive playa wetland habitats. The 

timing of this project is critical because currently, the tamarisk invasion is only light to 

moderate, providing an opportunity to eradicate it before it gets established. Collaborating with 

the youth corps crew, refuge staff anticipates successful removal of all young tamarisk within 

this area. 

 

• Cameron-Sterk Invasive Removal Project (Southwest Conservation Corps-Four Corners and 

City of Durango Parks & Recreation Office and La Plata Open Space)  

This project will implement habitat restoration treatments along the Animas River in the City of 

Durango. The main objective is to employ youth crews to remove and chemically treat invasive, 

non-native woody species, Russian olive and Siberian elm from 43 acres of riparian habitat on 

the Cameron-Sterk property, a future recreation and conservation area along the Animas River. 

 

• Cache La Poudre River Project (Weld County Youth Conservation Corps and Weld County 

Public Works)   

Weld County Youth Conservation Corps will work in collaboration with Weld County Public 

Works and Weld Weeds to remove all phreatophyte species along the Cache La Poudre River, of 

which a large section is losing native plant species to non-native phreatophytes, such as Russian 

olive and tamarisk. The crew will stump-cut and spray the phreatophytes, starting the removal 

process at 35th Avenue in Greeley and working east toward the Cache La Poudre River/Platte 

River confluence.  

  

• Hartnagle Project (Mile High Youth Corps and City of Boulder Open Space & Mountain Parks 

Dept.) 

Mile High Youth Corps and the City of Boulder Open Space and Mountain Parks will remove 

invasive Russian olive trees from riparian zone along Boulder Creek. The project will consist of 

removing trees with chainsaws and chipping materials on site. This project is part of a larger 

regional plan to restore the native plant communities along Boulder Creek, which will impact 

several critical plant and animal species. 

 

Projects chosen for this funding provide significant riparian ecosystem benefits through phreatophyte 

control activities, either on areas owned and used by the public, or on private properties where public 

values are protected through conservation easements or other arrangements. 

 

Rusty Lloyd, program director for the Tamarisk Coalition, said, “What a tremendous collaboration 

between the Colorado Water Conservation Board and the Colorado Youth Corps Association. These 

funds are a great investment into our precious natural resources, as well as an investment into our 

other precious resource – youth. It is reassuring that investments are being made to better sustain 

quantity and quality of water resources here in Colorado, while at the same time, providing employment 

opportunities to the future stewards of those resources.”  

 



 “Water conservation, recreation opportunities and wildlife habitat are important for our state, and our 

corpsmembers offer a valuable asset in helping to conserve them,” said Jennifer Freeman, CYCA’s 

executive director. “Our state’s young people not only gain training, education and AmeriCorps 

Education Awards for college or trade school, they are able to make meaningful contributions to our 

state’s communities. We’re thankful that the Colorado Water Conservation Board had the vision and 

foresight to not only foster these land improvements but to simultaneously give opportunities to young 

Coloradans.” 

 

An online photo gallery featuring youth corps working on invasive tamarisk and Russian olive tree 

control projects is available on CYCA’s Facebook page. 

 

About Colorado Youth Corps Association 

The Colorado Youth Corps Association (CYCA) is a statewide coalition of 10 accredited youth 

conservation corps that engage and train youth, young adults, and military veterans on land, water and 

energy conservation projects. Youth corps is a proven strategy for engaging young people in service to 

their communities and stewardship of their environment while cultivating valuable skills to meet the 

challenges of the 21st century. For more information about CYCA or the statewide youth corps coalition, 

visit www.CYCA.org.  

 

About Colorado Water Conservation Board 

The Colorado Water Conservation Board (CWCB) was established in 1937 to guide the development and 

protection of water resources for the benefit of present and future Coloradans. Through policy 

implementation, financial support for water projects, and participation in statewide as well as 

nationwide programming, the CWCB strives to most effectively utilize this valuable resource. This 15-

member board and professional staff work with the federal government, neighboring states, and water 

users within Colorado to strike a balance between necessary development and environmental 

protection. The CWCB serves as Colorado’s primary guide for water policy in all of the state’s river 

basins, as well as administration of major compacts, decrees, and treaties. 

 

### 

 

Media Contact: 

Jennifer Freeman, Colorado Youth Corps Association 

720-273-9861 / JFreeman@CYCA.ORG 

  

  

 


